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Bishop John 

joined us to            

celebrate the        

Parish’s                   

10th Anniver-

sary & fare-

well the Rog-
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Newsletter 

Christmas 
2014  

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
because he has come to his people and 
redeemed them. 
He has raised up a horn of salvation for 
us in the house of his servant David         
(as he said through his holy prophets  
of long ago)  

Luke 1: 68-70 NIV 
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Thankyou.God@Christmas 

Laughter, excitement,        
conversation, a jumping           
castle, donkey rides, BBQ 
lunch, Christmas pudding, 
gifts – all saying “Thank you”! 
Truly, a fun filled ‘Bishop’s 
Christmas Party’. 

This annual event, initiated 
by Gayelene, is an occasion 
to thank and honour the Tas 
Anglican Ministers. 

In providing a Christmas   cel-
ebration for the whole fami-
ly, and especially the chil-
dren, we seek to            recog-
nise the dedication and sacri-
fice of the families through-
out the year. This honours 
the adults in front of their 
children and gives         oppor-
tunity amidst the          excite-
ment to publicly say, “Thank 
you.” 

Saying, “Thank you” builds 
one another into the            
individuals and community 
that God desires. 

The Christmas season is a 
‘Thank you Season’. We 
thank God for coming to live 
among us. 

The enormity of God’s love is 
overwhelming. I cannot begin 
to imagine such love: love so 
amazing, so divine,                   
unmerited favour, amazing 

From The Bishop’s Desk 

People are so 

worried about 

what they eat 

between  

Christmas and 

the New Year, 

but they          

really should  

be worried 

about what  

they eat                

between the 

New Year and 

Christmas 
 

grace. How privileged to be 
so honoured by the Divine 
Lover, God Himself! 

I do not know if God’s           
decision to come to earth as 
a baby was an easy or a            
difficult decision. What I do 
know, however, is that it was 
a very costly decision for 
God. Moreover, I know that I 
am grateful beyond words to 
God for this act of love. 

It takes time and planning to 
say “Thank you” (just ask my 
Bride about the Christmas 
Party!) and so we, too, must 
plan and take time to thank 
God. 

In my Christmas schedule, I 
have set aside time to thank 
God for coming into this 
messy world. I place “Thank 
you, God” time in my               
schedule. 

Please join me in setting 
aside time this Christmas to 
thank God for the miracle of 
Divine Love in the birth of 
Jesus in Bethlehem. 

Thankyou.God@Christmas 

PS Also take time to say 
“Thank you” to one another.  

An update on Paul Cav-
anough 

I am happy to report that 
Paul Cavanough has returned 

11 

 

Let us            

remember that 

the Christmas 

heart is a giving 

heart, a wide 

open heart that 

thinks of others 

first. The birth of 

the baby Jesus 

stands as the 

most significant 

event in all          

history,               

because it has 

meant the         

pouring into a 

sick world the 

healing            

medicine of love 

which has 

transformed all 

manner of  

heart as for           

almost two 

thousand 

years...                  

Underneath all 

the bulging  

bundles is this 

beating              

Christmas 

heart.  

George              

Matthew          

Adams  

on Tuesday morning, only to 
discover the doors were 
locked. His initial confusion at 
finding a locked door turned 
to fear as he saw what was 
unfolding in front of him – a 
gunman holding his work  
colleagues as hostages. He 
was interviewed on a number 
of occasions during the day 
and what he expressed 
seemed to reflect a sense of 
disappointment that he was 
not inside with his colleagues 
rather than the joy and relief 
at his good fortune of not 
being involved in the               
terrifying siege. That is            
survivor’s guilt. 

We as a community can           
suffer from survivor’s guilt. 
We ask ourselves how can we 
possibly celebrate Christmas 
in the face of this event?  
How do we gather with 
friends, sit down to a               
wonderful meal and open 
expensive gifts when others 
will be racked with the pain 
of loss and grief? Can we, as 
a community, really enjoy 
ourselves when there is such 
pain around us? 

Yet life has always been like 
this. We have just become 
good at ignoring the pain of 

others. It is not until it is a 
little closer to home that we 
start to take notice.  What 
the pain and uncertainty of 
terror should teach us is that 
we need God. We can’t fix 
our world and we can’t 
change humanity through 
education or civilisation.  We 
need an internal shift that 
only God can do through His 
Spirit. This is the message of 
Christmas – God has reached 
into human existence in the 
person of Jesus to change all 
of us and to build a better 
world. The deeper meaning 
of Christmas is that God has 
and does respond to human 
pain and need. The stark        
reality of the Sydney Siege 
does not rob us of Christmas 
or diminish its meaning, but 
it ought to bring into sharp 
focus our need for God and 
His loving response to human 
need through Jesus. 

Karl Faase is CEO of Olive 
Tree Media 

 

This article first appeared at 
www.biblesociety.org.au 
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I am not alone at 

all, I thought.           

I was never 

alone at all.           

And that, of 

course, is the 

message of 

Christmas.           

We are never 

alone.  Not when 

the night is    

darkest, the  

wind coldest,  

the world             

seemingly most 

indifferent.         

For this is still 

the time God 

chooses.  

Taylor Caldwell 

 

It is Christmas 

every time you 

let God love  

others through 

you... yes, it is 

Christmas every 

time you smile       

at your brother 

and offer him 

your hand.  

Mother Teresa 

This week Sydney has               
experienced a new form a 
terror, played out live on our 
television screens from a café 
in the heart of our city in 
Martin Place. It’s the centre 
of Sydney’s commercial        
district – opposite the          
Reserve Bank of Australia, 
across from the television 
studios of Channel 7 and just 
a block down from the NSW 
Houses of Parliament. 

On Wednesday morning, 
Man Haron Monis walked 
into the Lindt café with a gun 
in his bag and malicious        
intent on his mind. He held 
17 innocent people hostage 
for more than 16 hours             
before the tragic events            
unfolded which would see 
several wounded and two 
hostages die in the siege. All 
of this occurred amidst the 
Christmas decorations that 
adorned the cafe. There can 
be little more incongruous 
than the sight of those             
people, pressed up against a 
shop window, with a armed 
mad man in the background, 
and surrounded by the         

trappings of Christmas. 

Our community loves               
Christmas. We love the          
celebrations, the holidays, 
the presents and a reason to 
gather with the people we 
love. But it can also be an  
opportunity for collective 
amnesia. We gather in our 
homes, open presents and 
eat excessive amounts of 
food, all the while pretending 
that the world is a wonderful 
place. Christmas is a special 
celebration but it exists with 
a backdrop of pain, loss, hurt, 
heartache, injustice and yes, 
terror. 

In situations such as the            
Sydney siege, there are those 
who suffer from survivor’s 
guilt. This was the case for 
the young man who arrived 
late for work at the Lindt café 

Has the Sydney siege ruined our      
collective Christmas? 
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to light duties at work this 
week after his recent surgery. 
It appears that the surgery 
and recovery have both gone 
to plan. The next steps will 
include scans and various 
treatment options to           
consider in January. Paul is 
looking forward to a break 
over this Christmas season 
and getting treatment out of 
the way before returning at 
full steam in the New Year. 

Anglican Future Conference 
2015 

The Anglican Future             
Conference will be held in 
Melbourne from the 25-27th 
March, 2015. Details from 
www.afuture15.org.au. The 
purpose of this conference is 
closely aligned to the first 
goal of my current Mission 
Action Plan, to undertake a 
thorough review of mission 
and ministry in the Diocese. 
In order to encourage the 
participation of Tasmanian 
delegates, I intend to direct 
some funds from my training 
budget for this purpose. I am 
also confident that this              
conference qualifies for               
Parish contribution to the  
professional development of 
their Clergy and Lay Leaders. 

If you are intending to           
participate in the conference 
please contact Carolyn at my 

What’s the  

most popular 

wine at         

Christmas?  

“There’s     

nothing good   

on TV!” 

 

 

Does Santa  

like Christmas 

carols? 

No. He’s more 

into wrap 

 

 

How much 

should you 

spend on a 

Christmas    

turkey? 

A poultry 

amount 

office (6220 2015) advising 
her of your interest. My          
intention is to contribute to 
the cost of the registration 
fee. 

CMS SummerView 2015 @ 
Port Sorell 15-18 January 

This annual conference is an 
outstanding opportunity to 
hear from God’s word with 
Glenn Davies, Archbishop of 
Sydney, and of God’s world 
and especially of the Muslim 
world, from international  
expert John Azumah and our 
national expert Samuel 
Green. I’m excited! Please 
enrol if you have not already 
done so. See you there!         
Information and registration 
details are available 

Christmas Services 

I will be at the Cathedral for 
the Service of 9 Lessons and 
Carols, Midnight Service and 
preaching at the 8am and 
10am Christmas Day Services. 
Then I will be on leave until 
27 January except for time at 
CMS SummerView. 

Christmas blessings and 
thank you for 2014. It’s been 
quite a year! 

Shalom 

 
 

John Harrower - Bishop of Tasmania 
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The highlight          

of their zoo               

trip  was a               

peacock               

showing off its 

plumage.             

The four-year-

old boy was       

particularly  tak-

en with it. That 

evening,     he 

couldn't        wait 

to tell his father:              

"Dad, guess 

what!  I saw       

a Christmas  

tree come out   

of a chicken!" 

Joseph went up from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to               

Bethlehem… He went there to  register 

with Mary, who was pledged to be 

married to him and was expecting a 

child.   Luke 2:4, 5 

As the crow flies, it was a 
journey of approximately 100 
kilometres but traveling over 
hills, through villages and 
around rivers would likely 
have made the trip even 
longer. Christmas pictures 
always show Mary riding a 
donkey but we really have no 
idea of their mode of travel. 
In any case, whether on foot 
or on the back of a swaying 
brown animal, it wasn’t an 
easy journey, especially for a 
women nearing the end of 
her pregnancy. 

Why did she go?  True,         
government officialdom        
decreed a census and that 
everyone must go to one’s 
“own city,” the place their 
families called home, for this 
official registration and 
counting. Perhaps Mary was 
also quite ready to leave the 
village of Nazareth where 
tongues were wagging about 
her pregnancy and unmarried 
status. 

But Mary and Joseph knew 
they were going far from 
family and into a city whose 
streets would be clogged 
with traveling strangers. They 

were assured of no warm 
welcome, no cozy place to 
birth the expected child.         
Perhaps they hoped for a 
small house or a distant         
relative or a way for Joseph 
to earn money for their keep, 
but in almost every way, they 
were traveling into the        
unknown.  The journey was 
long and hard, the              
destination uncertain. 

Nearly nine months before 
their arrival in Bethlehem, 
Mary spoke life-changing 
words to God, words that 
were to comfort her in the 
many uncertain years ahead. 
“I am the Lord’s servant. May 
it be to me as you have said.” 
With those simple words of 
faith, she could endure the 
long journey on the back of a 
donkey, the cold streets of 
Bethlehem, the staring faces 
of strangers, and even the 
crude stable with its           
straw-lined manger. 

Where is your Bethlehem? 
Has the path been long, the 
people uncaring, the                  
circumstances burdensome? 
When we submit ourselves as 
servants to a loving God, we 
can—in quietness and              
confidence—add “May it be 
to me as you have said”, no 
matter the place or position 
in which we find ourselves. 

Where is your Bethlehem? by Marilyn Ehle   
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Used by permission 

Faith and the Arts                    
Summer School @ Poatina 

Faith and the Arts Summer School is a 
practical week-long residential program 

that offers the chance to focus on a            
variety of creative arts in the context of   

a Christian faith community. 

This summer Faith and the Arts will run 
from 4

th
 - 11

th
 January in the Poatina 

village.  Choose from electives in music, 
dance, painting & drawing, jewellery, 

printmaking and more. 

Register online by 28th December 
www.poatinaarts.org.au 

Costs are per head and include course fees, 

journal, budget accommodation, food, and 

basic workshop materials (except for the jew-

ellery elective which attracts an extra $160 fee 

to cover materials costs).                                       

Registration Fee (salaried): $580  

Concession (unsalaried / students): $530 

Kids FATA: $230-$450 (varies with age) 

http://poatinaarts.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ad7a15ed82244a266c228e451&id=8ebd6803e6&e=b0007edccc
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Summerview 2015: 15-18 January | Camp Banksia, Port Sorell 

SummerView is a conference and retreat for Christians who want to be inspired and 
challenged through good teaching, stimulating speakers and fellowship with others to 
learn more about God.  It is the perfect opportunity to find out more about global         
mission and be encouraged to become more actively involved in God’s work. 

Participate in stimulating worship, Bible teaching, prayer times, electives and group 
discussions, as well as hearing from experienced speakers on mission. 

Registration forms are available in all centres 

Registration deadline has been extended to 27
th

 December 

New Year’s at St Oswald’s 
 

See the fireworks from the best van-
tage point in the city 

 

Wednesday 31st December 

from 6pm for a bring & share meal 
 

Stay for the fireworks at 9pm and mid-
night over the Tamar River 
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Just as the 

priest began  

the Christmas 

Eve service,  

the electricity         

in the church 

failed.  The  

ushers found 

some candles 

and placed 

them around 

the sanctuary 

and the priest 

reentered the 

pulpit,              

shuffled his 

notes, and         

muttered,  

"Now, where 

was I?"                  

A tired voice 

called out, 

"Right near           

the end!" 

Parish Party Time! 
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The deadline for the February Newsletter edition is 26th January 

January 2015 

3rd 
Sat 

(each Wednesday)                                                     

Healing Service – 10:00am at St Oswald’s  

4th 
Sun 

Faith & The Arts Summer School at Poatina           
4th to 11th January 

5th 
Mon 

 

6th 
Tue 

 

7th 
Wed 

 

8th 
Thur 

 

9th 
Fri 

 

10th 
Sat 

 

11th 
Sun 

 

12th 
Mon 

 

13th 
Tue 

 

14th 
Wed 

 

15th 
Thur 

 

16th 
Fri 

 

17th 
Sat 

 

18th 
Sun 

 

19th 
Mon 

 

December 2014 / January 2015 

24th 
Wed 

*** Christmas Eve *** 

Pipers River – 7:00pm  
Trevallyn – 11:00pm  

25th 
Thur 

*** Christmas Day *** 

George Town – 8:00am  
Low Head – 9:00am  
East Launceston – 9:00am  
Riverside – 9:00am 

26th 
Fri 

*** Boxing Day *** 

 

27th 
Sat 

Tasmanian Christian Convention                                
27th December to 2nd January at Camp Clayton 

28th 

Sun 
 

29th 

Mon 
 

30th 

Tue 
 

31st 
Wed 

(each Wednesday)                                                     

Healing Service – 10:00am at St Oswald’s  

 
New Year’s at St Oswald’s – 6:00pm till late 

1st 
Jan 
Thur 

 

2nd 

Jan 
Fri 

 

***** Please check with your own Home Group for 2015 
restart dates ***** 

Riverlinks  
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January 2015 

20th 

Tue 
 

21st 
Wed 

 

22nd 
Thur 

Parish office reopens 

 

23rd 
Fri 

 

24th 
Sat 

 

25th 
Sun 

World Leprosy Day 

 

26th 
Mon 

*** Australia Day *** 

 

27th 
Tue 

 

28th 

Wed 
 

29th 

Thur 
 

30th 

Fri 
 

31st 
Sat 

 

February and other dates 2015 

12th - 15th            
February 

Bible Storytelling Workshop                  
at St Aidan’s 

25th - 27th March 
Anglican Future Conference                  
in Melbourne  

29th March Riverlinks Together at St David’s 

31st March 
Recommitment to Ministry North & 
South including Blessing of the Oils 
– 10:00am at Christ Church, Longford 

   

  

  

Calendar  

Service Times For Worship Centres 

East Launceston 

10:00 am Communion 

4th  10:00 am Morning Prayer 

11th 10:00 am Morning Prayer 

18th  10:00 am Communion 

25th  10:00 am Morning Prayer 

George Town  

10:30 am George Town   Communion 

4th  10:30 am George Town   Communion 

11th 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Low Head         Communion 

George Town   Together @ 10.30 

18th  
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Pipers River        Communion 

George Town    Communion 

25th  
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Low Head          Communion 

George Town    Communion 

Riverside & Trevallyn  

10:00 am Riverside   Praise & Worship 

4th  10:00 am Riverside   Communion 

11th 10:00 am Riverside   Praise & Worship   

18th  10:00 am Riverside   Communion 

25th  10:00 am Riverside   Communion 

Each 

Wed 
10:00am Trevallyn   Healing Service 

Peace Haven 

11th 10:30 am   Holy Communion 

18th  10:30 am   Morning Prayer 

25th  10:30 am   Holy Communion 

Please send articles, comments, information & photos to the Parish Office                        

399 West Tamar, Riverside - 6327 4742  office@riverlinks.net.au 


